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Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

X'  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year,  19^8 
which  is  submitted  under  Article  17  sub-section  5  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935>  and  in  accordance  with  Circular  3/49 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  The  Report  does  not  contain  any  special  item 
inserted  particular  instructions  of  the  Council,  but  deals  generally 
with  matters  having  a  bearing  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Incidence  of  infection  was  very  low,  similar  to  the  experience  of 
1946,  and  the  District  was  free  frdim  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  work  of  the  Department  wa.s  facilitated  by  the 
co-operation  which  was  received  from  the  medical  practitioners  within  the 
area,  and  I  much  appreciate  this  help. 

In  addition,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  me  not  only 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report  but  throughout  the  year  by  my  collea<gues 
Mr#  Dykes  (Clerk  to  the  Council)  Mr,  A,  T,  Thomas  (Financial  Officer)  and 

Mr,  E.E.  Jordan  (Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor), 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  support  which  as  been  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties. 


I  am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


August,  13&3 
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SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA:- 
Area  Sores  .».  ...  .*«-  ••«  «»•  •••  •  *•  49,867 

Sbrnber  cf  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948). •  »  ...  ...  M*  2,378 

Rateable  Value  ««•  ...  ...  •••  •  «*>  ...  ...  £32,394 

Stun  Represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  •  ••  ...  •  »»»  »»»  £131*®*Q% 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Resident  Population  ...  ...  90^13 

EXRADT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR;- 

Live  Births  Rate  Per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population..  18.4 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  STill)  ...  6.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000of  estimated  resident  population  (Crude)*.  11.0 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES;- 

DEATHS  RATE  PER  1,000 

total  births. 


Heading  No.  29.  • . •  Puerperal  Sepsis  -  — 

Heading  No.  30*  Other  Maternal  Causes.  - 
DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE:- 

/GL1  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  54*2 

'  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  ...  46.4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Litfe  Births..  ...  133*3 

The  Ledbury  Rural  District  forms  the  south  eastern  part  of  the  County 
of  Hereford  and  can  be  regarded  roughly  as  a  valley  running  in  a  north  west- 
south  east  direction  with  the  Malvern  Hills  on  the  eastern  border  and  the 
Marcle  Hills  on  the  west. 

POPULATION 


Thfi  jRegistrar  General’ s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  resident  population  is 
9013  but  during  the  month  of  September  there  is  a  large  influx  of  population 
for  the  hop-picking.  It  ia  probable  that  the  population  is  temporarily  inc¬ 
reased  by  80^  for  a  period  of  from  four  to  six  weeks  depending  on  the  crop. 

It  is  estimated  that  half  of  this  increase  is  due  to  children  under  14  years  of 
age. 


The  estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  is  3*79  the 
average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  is  0.048  and  the  estimated  average 
number  of  persons  per  acre  is  0.181.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
i.o.  the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  67. 
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PARISH. 

ACRES 

INHABITED 

HOUSES. 

ESTIMATED 

POPULATION. 

DENSITY  PER 
1948 
Persons. 

ACRE 

Dwelling 

Ashperton* 

1,693 

80 

302 

0.178 

.047 

Ay  It  on* 

839 

28 

102 

0.123 

00 

0 

. 

Bosbury. 

4,827 

218 

833 

0.173 

.045 

Canon  Proome. 

1,053 

24 

99 

0.094 

.023 

Castle  Proome. 

1,567 

37 

149 

0.095 

.024 

Coddington* 

1,028 

30 

115 

0.112 

.029 

Colwall. 

3,835 

613 

2193 

0.570 

.160 

Donnington. 

1,038 

25 

104 

0.100 

.024 

Eastnor. 

3,193 

103 

410 

0.128 

.032 

Eggleton. 

738 

30 

126 

0.170 

.041 

Ledbury  Rural. 

6,666 

190 

742 

0.111 

.024 

Little  Marcle. 

1,249 

34 

140 

0.112 

.027 

Mathon  Rural* 

3,040 

125 

448 

0.147 

.041 

Much  Marcle. 

4,595 

173 

704 

0.153 

.038 

Munsley. 

1.485 

50 

192 

0.129 

.034 

Pixely. 

l,  086 

41 

1 64 

si  51 

•  038 

Put ley. 

1,110 

62 

232 

0.209 

.056 

Stretton  Grandison  841 

24 

93 

0.110 

.029 

Tarring^on. 

2,236 

121 

445 

0.199 

.054 

Wellington  Heath. 

,  1,032 

117 

426 

0.41-3 

.011 

Woolhope. 

4,414 

144 

563 

S.128 

.033 

Yarkhill. 

2,302 

109 

432 

0.188 

.047 

Total. 

49,867 

2,378 

0.181 

.048 

TABLE  OP  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Reg.  Gens. 

Heading  Noc 

Cause. 

Males 

Females 

Persons. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Populnw 

6. 

tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System. 

2 

2 

0.2 

9 . 

Influenza. 

- 

1 

1 

0.1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity 

and  oesaphagus  (males. 
Cancer  of  Uterus 
(Females). 

2 

2 

0,2 

•U. 

■ 

Career  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum. 

- 

3 

3 

Q.3 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

1 

1 

0.1 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  site 

8 

10 

18 

2.0 

17. 

Diabetes. 

1 

- 

1 

0.1 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular 
Lesions. 

4 

8 

12 

1.3 

19. 

Heart  Disease. 

10 

14 

24 

2.7 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System. 

5 

2 

7 

0.8 

21. 

Bronchitis. 

4 

2 

6 

0.7 

*24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum. 

mm 

1 

1 

0.1 

28. 

Nephritis. 

1 

2 

3 

0.3 

31. 

Premature  Birth. 

1 

2 

3 

0.3 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations 
birth  injury,  and  infantile 
diseases.  '  4 

2 

6 

0.7 

33. 

Suicide. 

1 

- 

1 

0.1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accident. 

2 

- 

2 

0.2 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes. 

2 

- 

2 

0.2 

36. 

All  other  Causes. 

1 

3 

4 

0.4 

ALL  CAUSES. 

48 

51 

99 

11. v  * 

< 
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Prom  the  table  of  causes  of  death*  it  will  be  observed  that  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  death  is  heart  disease,  which  gave  rise  to  24  deaths.  In 
1947  there  were  35  deaths  attributed  to  heart  disease. 

However,  if  deaths  included  under  headings  13»14»15>  and.  16>  forms  of 
canoer,  are  taken  together  it  is  seen  that  cancer  caused  death  in  24  instances. 

It  will  be  noted  also  that  the  number  of  male  deaths  was  only  slightly  less 
than  the  nuinber  of  female  deaths.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  works  out 
at  11.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  and  this  crude  rate  is 
slightly  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  (l 2.6),  but  higher  than  the  same 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948.  (10.8). 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  9  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (5  male  and4  Female) 
and  this  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  54*2  per  1,000  per  1000  lisre  births. 
This  is  somewhat  highter  than  the  same  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (34  per  1,000 
live  births).  It  also  compares  with  the  rate  of  44*0  per  1000  live  births  for 
the  area  in  1947* 

The  death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  was  46*4  PQr  1»000  legitimate  live 
births;  as  two  babies  born  out  of  wodlook  died  during  the  year,  the  mortality 
rate  for  illegitimate  infants  was  133*3  por  100  illegitimate  live  births. 


* 


Puerperal  Deaths 

There  were  no  puerperal  deaths  recorded  which  is  very  satisfactory*  The 
same  absence  of  deaths  from  puerperal  or  other  maternal  causes  was  aoheived 
during  the  previous  year. 

Cancer  Deaths 

There  were  24  deaths,  (10  male  and  14  Female)  due  to  all  forms  of  cancer, 
v/hich  gives  a  cancer  death-rate  of  2.7  per  1,000  population.  This  is  a  slight j 
higher.. rate  than  that  of  the  previous  year(l*6)  and  is  due  to  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer.  In  the  previous  year  14  persons 
(5  male  and  9  female)  died  from  all  forms  of  cancer. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  2  years  of  age  due  to  Diarrhoea. 

No  death  was  recorded  as  due  to  diarrhoea  in  a  child  under  2  years  of  age. 
In  the  previous  year  there  was  one  death  of  a  child  under  2  years  attributed 
to  this  cause. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 

Influenza  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death  of  one  female,  and  this  was  the 
only  death  caused  by  infectious  complaints. 
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SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  romiSMIiMS  FOR  THE  AREA:- 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  is  situated  at  the  County  Offices,  Hereford, 
and  provides  for  the  examination  of  the  usual  clinical  and  Public  Health 
Specimens.  The  following  table  shows  the  examinations  made  by  this  Laboratory 
on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

Specimens  Examined* 


Swabs  ••• 

•  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

Sputum  .  •  • 

•  M 

♦  #* 

M* 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

Urine  • 

•  •  • 

f  *  • 

•  ft  ft' 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

Water  (Bacteriological) 

101 

•  ft  • 

•  ft# 

ft  ft  ft 

Water  (Chemical). 

♦  .  • 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

31 

12 

1 

2 


In  addition  the  Laboratory  carries  o  ut  investigations  on  behalf  of  the 
Medical  Practitioners  within  the  area.  These  are  not  included  in  the  above 
Table. 


A  sample  of  trade  effluent  ana  2  ™ter  were  submitted  to  the 

Public  Analyst  for  examination  by  Chemical  Methods* 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES : - 


Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  from  the  towns  of  Ledbury,  Malvern 
and  Hereford.  Infectious  disease  is  dealt  with  by  the  ambulance  stationed  at 
Tho  Stretton  Sugwas  Hospital* 

HOSPITALS 

There  are  no  hospitals  within  th  e  District,  the  needs  of  which  are  met 
by  the  facilities  provided  in  th  e  general  hospitals  in  Ledbury  Malvern  and 
Hereford.  Accommodation  forthe  treatment  of  iofeotious  disease  is  provided 
at  tho  .Stratton  Sugwas  Hospital  belonging  to  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
Council*  Some  notifiable  disease  is  treated  at  the  County  Hoppital  Hereford* 

CLINICS 


An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  fortnight  in  the  parish  of  Colwall 
by  a  voluntary  committee  with  assistance  from  the  Herefordshire  County  Council. 
A  similar  clinic,  held  at  Church  x«n  Ledbury  is  avails?  .  to  the  inhabitants 
of  th  K*  Rural  District* 
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SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA:- 

GEOLOGY:- 


The  Ledbury  Rural  District  forms  the  south-eastern  sector  of  the  County 
of  Hereford  and  it  can  be  regarded  roughly  as  a  valley  of  V  shape  running  in 
a  northswest  to  south-east  direction,  narrowing  towards  the  south-east. 

The  western  boundary  is  formed  by  a  ridge  of  upper  Silurian  Limestone  in  the 
Woolhope  and  Much  Marcle  areas,  whilst  the  eastern  boundary  is  formed  by  the 
Malvern  Hills,  in  Colwall  and  Eastnor.  The  geological  formation  of  the 
Malvems  is  somewhat  complex,  "tout  on  the  Ledbury  side  upper  Silurian  rocks 
found  at  Woolhope  seem  to  predominate.  The  floor  of  the  valley  is  formed 
by  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  the  Devonian  System,  here  frequently  covered  by 
a  red  heavy  soil.  Whilst  a  number  of  springs  occur  in  the  Malvems,  the  area 
does  not  appear  to  be  richly  supplied  with  natural  water  sources. 

WATER  SUPPLIES:- 

r  '  r  \ 

The  water  supplies  of  the  area  are  derived  from  numerous  separate  sources 
there  are  public  wells  and  spouts,  private  wells,  small  privately  owned  piped 
schemes  and  mains  of  Local  Authorities.  The  only  supplies  in  the  ownership 
of  jzhe  Council  are  public  wells  and  spouts. 

With  so  many  separate  sources  of  water  supply,  it  is  diflflicult  to  exert 
a  very  efficient  control  of  the  quality  of  the  water  consumed  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants.  This  shows  considerable  variation  from  water  of  excellent  potable 
quality  in  the  mains  of  Local  Authorities  to  water  of  poor  quality  found  in 
acpme  of  the  shallow  wells.  Nevertheless,  67  samples  of  water  sere  sunmitted  t 
to  th  e  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  for  bacteriological  examination,  anc 
three  water  samples  were  sent  for  examination  by  chemical  methods. 

The  water  mains  of  the  Malvern  Urban  District  Council,  supply  part  of 
the  parish <£f  Colwall,  whilst  those  of  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  supply 
portions  of  th  e  Parishes  of  Eastnor  and  Ledbury  Rural.  These  supplies 
form  the  only  chlorinated  supplies  within  the  area.  Two  small  ppivately 
owned  piped  supplies  are  also  available  in  Colwall  parish.  Altogether  in 
this  Parish  AM  dwellings  are  supplied  from  mains  by  means  of  separate 
services.  There  are  no  standpipe  supplies. 

There  axe  other  small  piped  schemes  in  operation  at  Eastmor  (91  dwellings 
Much  Marcle (17  dwellings)  and  Tarrington  (26  dwellings).  It  would  appear 
that  about  2, 500''  inhabitants  axe  connected  to  piped  supplies.  20  dwellings 
are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Ledbury  U.D.C. 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supplies  were  developed  within  the  area 
during  the  year,  and  no  extensions  of  public  water  mains  were  made. 

As  a  result  of  a  request  from  the  County  Hospital,  the  water  from  a 
well  in  the  District,  supplying  three  dwellings,  was  examined  for  plumbo- 
solvency.  The  Public  Analyst  found  that  aftfir  twenty-  four  hours  contact, 
this  paricular  well  water  showed  the  presence  of  0.08.  parts  of  lead  per 
million  which  is  in  excess  of  the  usual  permitted  maximum  of  0.05  parts  per 
million.  Whilst  this  particular  finding  was  interesting®  I  am  unable  to 
aocept  any  inference  that  consumption  of  the  water  caused  illness.  Never 
theless,  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  this  well. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Parish  of  Colwall  is  provided  with  a  modem  system  of  public  sewers 
to  which  most  of  the  dwellings  are  connected.  A  small  sewage  disposal  works 
is  provided,  this  is  of  an  old  type  but  function^  fairly  satisfactorily, 

The  possibility  of  renovation  of  these  works  is  a  matter  which  is  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Council  and  expert  advice  is  being  obtained. 
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In  addition  to  the  Colwall  sysjrem,  there  is  a  short  length  of  public 
sewer  in  the  Parish  of  Bosbury,  taking  the  sewage  of  a  small  number  of  dwell 
ings. 


No  extensions  o£\:'  public  or  private  sewers carried  out  daring  the 
year,  but  $1  new  drains  were  provided,  and17  existing  drains  were  found  to  be 
defective,  and  repaired.  No  alterations  were  made  to  works  of  sewerage  or 
sewage  disposal. 

Thd  Sanitary  Inspector  made  66  drains  tests  in  the  course  of  his  duties. 
RIVERS  AND  STRE/.MS:- 

The  chief  rivers  flowing  through  the  district  are  the  Leadon,  the  Frome 
and  the  Cradley  Brook,  all  are  quite  small.  The  Leadon,  the  largest  stream 
of  the  area  is  a  tributary  of  the  river  Severn. 

The  condition  of  these  streams  was  satisfactory,  apart  from  the  River 
Leadon  as  it  passes  through  the  vicinity  of  Ledbury,  where  there  is  some 
evidence  of  pollution.  This  has  reoived  the  attention  of  your  officers  and 
will  be  solved  in  part  by  the  installation  of  a  new  purification  system  at  an 
industrial  establishment,  and  in  part  by  the  installation!  of  new  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  by  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  Council.  Plans  to  achieve  this 
are  in  hand. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION : - 


It  is  estimated  .  that  about  one  third  of  all  the  dwelling  houses  are 
provided  with  water  closets  whilst  the  remainder  continue  to  use  earth 
closets.  These  water  closets  arembstly  in  the  parish  of  Colwall  as  this 
parish  has  an  adequate  piped  water  scheme. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  secure  a  conversion  from  the  conservan¬ 
cy  systems  where  possible  and  during  the  year  two  privies  were  converted  to 
pail  closets  and  eight  converted  to  water  closets,  whilst  twenty  one  pail 
closets  were  converted  to  water  closets.  Conversions  thorefore  resulted 
in  the  provision  of  twenty  nine  water  closets  and  two  pail  closets.  In 
addition  twenty  eight  other  water  closets  were  provided. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING:  - 

A  system  of  weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  in  the 
parish  of  Qolwall,  the  collection  being  carried  out  under  contract  by  a 
motor  vehicle  and  disposal  is  made  by  tipping*  The  parish  tip  is  small 
conveniently  situate^  and  well  maintained.  ne  Council  does  not  under¬ 
take  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  or  thd  cleansing  and  emptying  of 
cess-pools  and  privies. 

There  is  no  refuse  collection  in  the  otherparishos  of  the  District. 

The  Council  does  not  carry  out  street  Cleaning. 

There  are  no  Public  Wash  houses  or  baths  situated  within  the  District. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE.  ‘,REA:  - 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following  statement 
furnished  in  accordance  with  Article  27  (sub-section  18)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  regulations  31 935* 

Inspections. 


Accumulations  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

t  t  t 

•  1 1 

Ml 

7 

Bakehouses  «  •*  ••• 

•  M 

t  t  • 

ttt 

5 

(Sara  vans  •.» 

•  M 

»•  t- 

•  *• 

4 

Gowfcheds  and  Dairies  ••• 

•  t»t» 

*** 

•  •• 

•  ** 

172 

Drainage  ...  ... 

•  ## 

•  M 

•  •  * 

117 

Drajn  Tests  »»»  *.* 

•  ♦* 

t  »•> 

•  ** 

•  •  • 

66 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises#* 

•  •  • 

ttt 

•  tt 

2 

Factories  (Without  Mechanical  Bower}* 

•  »  • 

•»» 

43 

Factories  (With  Mechanical  Power) 

•  tt 

*** 

•  ** 

9 

Fruit  and  Hop-pickers  quarters. 

•  •  * 

ttt 

112 

Hotels  Kitchens  and  Restaurants 

t  #  * 

•  •  * 

5 

Joe  Cream  (Registered  Premises) 

•  •  • 

ttt 

*•  • 

5 

Infectious  Disease  •»» 

*•  * 

»•# 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

13 

Miscellaneous  •*•  *»* 

»•! 

t>t  f 

•  •  • 

84 

Nuisances  **,»  *** 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  » 

38 

Rats  and  Mice  Act.*  •»» 

ttt 

•  •  • 

ttt 

•  •  • 

2 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

tt  f 

•  •  • 

Mt 

3 

Unsound  Food  .**  ... 

•  #  • 

•  •  # 

Mt 

9 

Water  Supply  **»  ... 

•  •  • 

•  It 

ttt 

•  •  • 

'  '95 

Housing  (Consolidated  Regulations 

1925) 

wj* 

•  *• 

115 

Housing  (Other)  **.  ... 

»  t»t» 

•  •  •» 

tt* 

#*■•' 

126 

Notices  Issued. 

Informal  ...  ...  *• 

t  t  • 

Mt 

ttt* 

17 

Statutory  Under  Other  Acts 

ttt 

t  t  f 

tt» 

2 

Summary  of  Defects  Remedied* 

Drains  and  Gullies  Cleared 

t  t  • 

t  tt 

tt  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Drains  Repaired  »**  •• 

•  t  • 

Mt 

•  •  • 

•  t  t 

7 

Drains  Reconstructed 

ttt 

t  •• 

ttt 

ttt 

17 

New  Drains  Provided 

tt* 

•  t  • 

ttt 

•  •  • 

31 

Closets  Repaired  ... 

•  •  t 

tt  • 

ttt 

14 

Privies  Converted  to  Pail  Closets 

•  •  • 

t  #  • 

t  ft 

2. 

Pail  Closets  Converted  to  Fater  Closets 

•  •• 

ttt 

8 

New  Inspection  Chambers  Pro  vided 

M  !> 

t  t  • 

ttt 

112 

Inspection  Chambers  Repaired  •• 

•  t  • 

ttt 

ttt 

24 

New  Sinks  Provided  ••• 

ft  t 

ttt 

•  •  t 

ft  t 

32 

•Water  Supplies  provided. 

t  t  t 

t  t  * 

•  •  • 

*** 

14 

Sanitary  Fittings  Provided 

ttt 

•  •  • 

ttt 

ttt 

41 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  •»• 

!•» 

Mt 

•  •  • 

•  t  t 

8 

Paving  Repaired  •  •  • 

•  tt 

^•t 

t»t  • 

•  * . 

14 

Dis infect ions  after  Infectious  Disease 

ttt 

• « » 

5 

Accumulations  Removed.*. 

•  tt 

•  •  t 

t  t  • 

1 

i  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ... 

Mt 

•  •  • 

tt  • 

tt  t 

3 

Cbwsheds  and  Dairies  Improved.  • 

•  M 

•  •  • 

5 

Defective  Floors  Repaired 

•  *  * 

t  t>t  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

22 

Defective  Roofs  Repaired 

ttt 

•  •• 

ttt 

ttt 

36 

Defective  Bave  Gutters  Repaired 

•  It 

•  1 1 

ttt 

28 

RainWater  Pipes  Provided  or 

Repaired. 

•  •  • 

t  t  # 

28 

Defective  Brickwork  Repaired. • • 

•  ••> 

•  •  • 

ttt 

68 

Defective  Coppers  Remedied 

•  t  t 

I  •  • 

ttt 

ttt 

'  4 

Wells  cleansed  or  Repaired 

•  •  ♦ 

ttt 

ttt 

14 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  Cleansed 

*  •  • 

ttt 

1 

•  Miscellaneous  Defects  Remedied. 

it# 

ttt 

ttt 

117 
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fG  BATHES  AND  POOLS  PPM  TO  THE  PUBLIC : 


There  were  tw®  swimming  pools  open  to  the  publio  within  the  District  during 
the  year.  The  swimming  pool  owned  by  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  is  just  within 
the  boundary,  it  is  a  small  pool  of  an  obsolete  pattern  and  its  use  is  continued 
because  of  lack  of  better  provision* 

The  other  pool  is  privately  owned  and  is  of  the  modem  type  equipped 
with  circuiting  and  filtration  apparatus*  Two  sanples  of  water  were  submitted 
fpr*  examination; '  and'.oonplied  with  the  flsual'  standards  for  these  waters* 

There  is  one  private  swimming  bath  not  open  to  the  public  in  the  District 
and  a  privately  owned  pool,  at  one  time  open  to  the  public,  remained  out  of  uso 
throughout  the  year* 

i 

,  HOP  AND  FRU I TPICKERS  QUARTERS:- 

As  the  Cultivation  of  hops  is  a  most  important  agricultural  activity  of  the 
area,  it  is  customary  for  a  large  number  of  hop-pickers  to  move  into  the  area 
at  th  e  beginning  of  September. 

Diming  the  1%-8  season,  it  is  estimated  that  over  6,000  pickers  and  their 
dependents  were  lodged  in  accommodation  provided  by  growers.  In  addition,  a 
significant  number  of  pickers  provide  their  own  lodging  by  means  of  caravan  o  r 
tent. 


Lodgings  are  provided  by  growers  on  separate  premises.  These 

lodgings  show  considerable  variation  in  size  and  nature*  Some  i<x*cu._ 
formed  from  the  temporary  use  and  adaptation  of  farm  buildings  normally  used 
for  otfthr  purposes,  but  the  trend  at  th  e  present  time  is  for  special  buildings 
to  be  erected  for  lodgings. 

During  the  year,  four  now  lodgings  were  provided  on  four  farms,  all  were 
new  buildings,  erected  in  compliance  with  the  byelaws,  for  the  purposd  of 
accommodating  pickers. 

The  standard!,  of  accommodation  provided  showed  an  improvement  Stt  that  of 
the  previous  year.  In  my  experience  extended  over  eleven  years,  I  find  that 
each  year  some  improvement  takes  place  in  this  accommodation. 

CAMPING  SITES 

Three  boy  scouts  camps  wore  held  in  Eastnor  Park  during  they  ear.  These 
sites  are  used  every  year  for  this  purpose  and  are  very  datisfactory.  In 
addition,  three  school  harvest  camps  organised  by  the  County  Executive  Agricu¬ 
ltural  Committee  were  situated  within  th  e  District. 

No  licences  for  camping  siteswere  granted  by  the  Council  uider  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Camping  within  the  area  is  so  limited  that 
it  presents  no  major  public  health  problem. 

ERADICATION  OP  BED  BTJGS:- 

'  -  •— '"-gW —  —  ■- 

No  dwelling  house  within  the  District  was  found  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  and  no  action  was  required  by  the  Department. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957;- 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  seven  factories  with  mechanical  power 
and  twenty  without  mechanical  power  registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year,  the  former1  were  inspocted  on  9  occasions,  and  the  latter  on 
37  occas ions . 
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t  @ne  factory  with  mechanical  power  was  found  to  have  insufficient 
closet  accommodation,  and  after  service  of  notice  additional  closet  accommod- 
ationwas  provided.  Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  was  found  in  one  other 
factory  and  was  remedied  after  service  of  an  informal  notice. 

There  are  no  outworkers  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  at  the  present 
time.  This  class  of  employment  appears  to  have  little  appeal  under  present 
conditions  in  this  particular  area. 


wi'. 


Factory  Perm  572  (Revised 


->  \ 

3u\ 


Annual  Report  of  trie  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year  1948 
For  the  Rural  District  of  Ledbury,  in  the  County  of  Herefordshire, 


Part  1 . 

1.  Inspections  for  purposed  cf  provisions  as  to  hoa.it n  (including  inspections 


Premises.  No.  on 

Register. 

Inspect¬ 

ions. 

Writ  ben 
Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted. 

$i)  Factories  in  which  Sect¬ 
ions,  1,2,3>4>  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Authority.  If 

9 

. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  enfor 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority.  16 

Jlf 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
LocalAuthority,  4 

6 

■*» 

TOTAL  2? 

52 

- 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND:- 

particulars.  Found  Remedied 

To  H.M 
Insp. 

By  H.M 
Insp. 

No.  Of  cases 
prosect.  cion 
was  inst. 

Sanitary  conveniences. 

(a)  Insufficient.  t 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  of. 

Defective.  1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

TOTAL  2 

2 

- 
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SEC TION  D.  HOUSING:  - 


NEW  DWELLINGS:-- 

Thc  Council’s  first  post-war  programme  of  new  dwellings,  embracing  twelve 
dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Colwall,  continued  to  make  slow  progress  throughout 
the  year,  "but  eight  Council  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied  in  Co  ^ 

.  i  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Progress  continuedrathar-  slowly  with  some 

acceleration  as  the  year  passed. 


However ,  the  building  of  Council  houses  commenced  at  Yfoolhopb  (six  dwelling 
s),  Mathon  (six  dwellings)  and  Bosbury  8  dwellings,  but  none  oi  the  houses  were 
complete  at  the  close  of  the  year.  In  addition  four  Council  dwellings  remained 
incomplete  in  Colwall  Earish.  It  is  fairly  general  experience  of  Council  . 
housing  schemes  in  Rural  Districts  not  to  proceed  quite  so  quickly  as  anticip¬ 
ated.  Whilst  this  may  be  favoured  on  occasions  by  local  conditions  such . as 
difficulties  regarding  water  supplies  etc,  th  e  causes  are  of ^en  genera  m 

character. 

.Apart  from  houses  completed  for  the  Council,  private  persons  erected  six 
dwellings.  Two  of  these  were  situated  at  Much  Marcle,  a  further  two  in 
Pixley  patish  and  one  in  Colwall  and  one  in  Munsley.  At  the  end  of  g  ycc r 
the  number  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  by  private  persons  was  15> 
distributed  in  the  following  parishes. 


Ashperton  • • •  • • • 

Mathon  ...  ••• 

Coddington  • • »  ... 

Colwall  •••  ••• 

Much  Marcle  . 

Tarrington  . 

V/ellington  Health  •  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  M 
M  • 

•  •  • 
*  •  • 

•  •  f 

•  if 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  i  • 

•  •  l 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 


1..  1 

...  2 

...  2 

.  •  •  2 

•  «  .  5 

. . «  2 

...  1 


INSPECTION.  OP  DMiUNG  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEARg- 


(a) 

(b) 

2a. 


To til  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Piblic Health 
or  Housing  Acts. 


... 


Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
subhead  (l)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925  and  1932. 


... 


M  . 


(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  inhabitation.  • • • 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 
subheads  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  *** 


172 

22f1 

63 

115 

15 

33 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICEi- 


Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
By  Local  Authority  of  their  Officers. 


•  4  • 


32 


1 
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.ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1. 

(a) 

(a) 

M 

3. 

(a) 


Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10,  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act  1 936. 

Nuniber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 


(i)  By  Owners  • .  • 


«  •  t  •  •  • 


Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  and  13  of  th.e 
Housing  Act  1936. 

Number  of  dwelling  hespect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made •  ...  •••  .**  .  • . 


...  Nil 


...  2 


2 


» • 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IT,  -  OVERCROWDING: - 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  yea.r  58 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  the."  • 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


(®) 

(a) 


.  I  »  »«  »•» 


• • •  9  9  9  ••• 


Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ... 


•  •  •  •  I  • 


9  9  •  ft# 


Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year  ...  ...  •••  ... 


Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 


71 

216 


•  •  • 


10 

38 


RURALLHOUSING  SURVEY 

The  systematic  survey  of  rural  dwellings  of  £12  or  less  rateable  value  is 
not  yet  completed  but  an  analysis  of  th  ,  number  of  such  houses  inspected  up 
to  date  shows  the  following  result. 

Category  1.  (in  all  respects  satisfactory)  .»»  16$ 

Hl  2.  (  houses  needing  minor  repairs)  •••  ^^fo 

"  "  JU  (  houses  requiring  structural 

alteration  .  ...  . . . 

w  44  (  houses  fit  only  for  demolition)  . 2 4$ 


This  suggests  that  about  one  quarter  of  the  cottages  within  the  area  are 
unfit  for  human  inhabitation,  a  finding  which  is  not  quite  surprising.  At 
the  present  time,  no  real  progress  is  likely  to  made  in  de;  ,ig  with  these  un¬ 
fit  dwellings  as  a  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  Council  to  proceed  with 
th  ercotion  of  new  dwellings  on  a  wider  scale. 

cvhrcrqv/ding 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  67  dwellings  were  known  to  be  legally 
overcrowed,  and  althou,gh  one  new  case  came  to  th  e  notice  of  the  department 
during  the  year,  it  waa  nossi  le  to  secure  abhtement  of  overcrowding  in  ten 
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known  to  bo  overcrowded.  It  would  appear  that  overcrowding  presents  no 
problem  beyond  solution  and  it  will  diminish  as  building  improves. 

The  cost  of  erection  of  new  dwellings  continues  to  bo  high  with  the 
result  that  the  rent  of  new  Council  Dwellings  tends  to  form  a  large  item 
of  the  weekly  expenditure  of  the  occupiers  upon  the  maintenance  and  improv- 
ment  of  dwrift-l j  ngfl  . 


n-fcoq 


ftB  I  I  W1  t  £  ♦rw,. 

*  -v.  ...  .  .-  ■  ,  • 


RTTOTION  Bs  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk:- 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ^°le^®^^eorderIei926,Sand  54  retail 
the  Local  Authority  under  the  ml^d^ows  nQ  ^ease  on  comparison  with  the 
purveyors,  were  so  register  .  0f  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  ■ 

numbers  of  the  increase  in  the  corresponding  number  o  94  . 

dairies  made  was  1  ( ^  inis 

is9S  ^  IZiUef f^— the 
Of  the  supply  for  milk  production  purposes. 

One  informal  notice  was  served  retiring  . 

of  a  cowshed  and  the  removal  of  a»™re  aelay.  .  ^  cowsheds  and 

rirlefwlthirthe0^  are  maintained  in  good  gdoanly  conditxon. 

There  are  no  plants  for  the  P^^^^^Ale^p^teSisedtaS 
District  and  no  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  o  p 

were  issued  hy  the  Council. 

There  are  no  factories  for  the  processing  of  mil*  or  the  manufacture 
of  hutter  situated  within  the  area. 

O-PPirer  Of  the  County  Council 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  acting  ®  s  3ubmitted  11'5  samples  of 

under  the  milk  (Special  Designations  Regulations;  sucm 
milk  for  Laboratory  Examination. 

No  instance  of  disease  conveyed  by  milk  jr  suspected 
milk  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  officers. 

THE  CKBAMfc- 

The  sale  of  this  particular  Lwal  Irthority" for  thf 

the  year,  and  four  premises  were  f^tered^i^  regi3terea  as  a  manufactur- 

:r°raSNo“ctSewas  n^essary’by  the  Department  in  connection  with  any  o 
these  premises;  five  inspections  were  made. 

WATER  CRESS:- 

NO  action  was  necessary  by  the  ^ 

SKr^5- the  — 

PISH :  t 

,  n,e4-y--if>+  -a o  verv  small  and  no  action 

The  sale  of  shell  fish  with  m  tho  District  7 

was  required  during  the  year. 
meat  AND  QUEER  FOODS:- 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  a3 arrie^out’ at  the 
slaughtering  for  meat  for  human  °“^“sity  for  inspection  of  slaughter 
Central  abattoir  in  Hereford.  The  necissiry 

did  not  arise. 
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A  certain  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  is  devoted  to  the 
inspection  of  food  exposed  for  sale,  etc.,  end  in  the  courso  of  this  work  the 
following  food  was  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consumption 


1  X 

19 

ozs. 

Tins 

1  X 

S 

ozs. 

n 

+  »• 

7x 

14 

oza 

n 

•  •  • 

2  x 

20 

oza 

n 

#  t  • 

1  x 

29 

oza 

it 

•  «  • 

1  X 

15 

oza 

it 

1  X 

a 

oza 

ti 

1.®-  X 

lib. 

•  *  * 

1  x 

1  lb .  Jars 

• 

60  Boxes 

•  •  • 

• . •  Mixed  Vegatables 
mi  Beans. 
mi  Milk* 

•••  Peas* 

•••  Danish  Pork, 

••*  Pilchards, 

•  •  •  Salmon. 

•••  Bacon, 

•  • .  Honey. 

•••  Cheese, 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  Once  again, 

I  take  this  opportunity  ff  emphasising  the  iijjportance  of  prompt  notifications 
of  suspected  food  poisoning  to  the  Department.  Where  delayed  notification 
occurs,  the  chance  of  a  satisfactory  investigation  is  remote  as  the  patients 
recover  and  the  suspected  food  is  destroyed  before  the  investigation  can  take 
place. 

Situated  within  the  area  are  a  jam  factory,  a  fruit  and  vegetable  canning 
factory,  two  soft  drink  factories  and  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  cider 
and  perry. 
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Inspects  »nd  Contemned. 
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SECTION  F.  PREV^T.-^CE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  PIS EASh:- 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  very _ low  as  71  notifica 
tions  of  disease  were  received.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  95  notifications 

on  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  and  is  lower  than  the  figure  for 
1946.  It  is  not  the  lowest  figure  recorded  but  suggests  that  the  incidence  of 
not if able  disease  has  returned  to  the  low  incidence  experienced  before  1940. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  measles,  and  whooping  cough  were  not  cbnpuJ^oriJy  - 
notifiable  before  1940* 


Whooping  Cough 

The  most  prevalent  notifiable  disease  was  whooping  cough  which  gave  rise^ 
to  50  notifications,  a  figure  identical  with  that  for  the  year  1947*  ^7 

a  moderate  incidence  and  the  disease  was  relatively  mild.  The  age  distribution 
of  the  cases  showed  that  27  cases  occurred  in  children  aged  under  five  years 
and  20  cases  in  those  over  five  years  of  age  but  under  10  years.  All  cases  of 
the  disease  occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Measles:- 

Only  14  notifications  of  measles  were  received,  confined  to  the  second 
and  third  quarters,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  connection  between  the  di 
eront  cases. 


Diphtheria : - 

Two  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received,  one  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  and  the  other  in  the  final  quarter*  The  first  case  occurred  in  a 
schoolgirl  aged  11  years  who  had  previously  been  immunised.  In  the  course  o 
the  investigation,  a  diphtheria  carrier  was  found  to  be  living  in  the  same 
dwelling  and  after  treatment  was  eventually  cleared. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  a  youth  of  17  years  of  age  with  no  history  of 
prophylactic  treatment. 


1 

) 


Scarlet  FevEr: - 

Onfty  three  notifications  were  received  of  sporadic  cases,  occurring  in 
the  first,  third  and  fourth  quarters  with  no  apparent  connection.  ihis  aisca 
appears  to  be  relatively  mild  at  the  present  time. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  each  sex 
according  to  quater  (conflirmed  civilian  cases  only).— 

CONFIRMED CIVILIAN  CASES  FOR  EACH  QUARTER  ACCORDING-  TO  SEX - 


Disease. 


1st  Qtr. 
M.  F. 


.  2nd  Qtr. 
M.  F. 


2rd  Qtr. 
M.  F. 


4th  Qtr.* 

M.  F. 


YEAH 

M.  F. 


Scarlet  Fever.  1  - 

Pneumonia,  - 

Measles  -  1 

Diphtheria  1  '1 

Whopping  Cough  17  15 


a 


4 

12 


1  2 

1 

6  8 

2  1 

25  25 


AH  diseases.  19  15 


l6  16 


J 6_ 21 


Only  one  notification  of  pneumonia  was  received. 
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ANALYSIS  OP 

TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES 

ACCORDING-  TO  AGE. 

DISEASE. 

Under 

1. 

1  + 

2+ 

> 

4+ 

> 

10+ 

1?+ 

20+ 

35+ 

45+  65+ 

Total. 

Scarlet  F. 

1 

11 

i 

3 

Pneumonia. 

- 

• 

- 

• 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

1i 

- 

1 

Measles. 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

- 

1 

mm  mm 

14. 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

-  - 

3 

Whooping  Cough9 

3 

3 

8 

2 

20 

z 

1 

— 

mm  mm 

50 

Totals. 

10 

3 

6 

10 

4 

27 

3 

2 

3 

1 

mm  mm 

71 

The  efficiency  of  'otification  appears  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

When  the  Health  Service  Act,  1 946  came  into  force,  the  Council  ceased 
to  be  concerned  with  the  provision  of  hospital  treatment  for  persons  suffering 
from  infectious  disease.  I  have  not  yet  decided  if  this  is  really  an  improv¬ 
ement.  Certainly,  it  has  relieved  the  Council  of  the  cost  of  provision  of 
such  treatment,  but  it  does  seem  that  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted 
and  discharged  from  hoppital  wL  thout  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Area. 

This  would  soem  to  impair  control  over  infectious  disease,  as  return 
cases  arc  not  unknown.  Experience  will  no  doubt  enable  firm  opinions  to  be 
domed. 


TUBERCULOSIS : - 


l 


.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  6l  cases  of  tubercul°sis  on 
register,  Ad  pulmonary  and  15  non-pulmonary  cases.  During  the  year  14  cases 

were  added,  11  pulmonary  and  3  non-pulmonary,  of  these  9  pulmonary  and  2  non- 
pulmonary  were  new  cases.  13  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  during  the 
year,  9  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary#  At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore  6 2 
cases  remained  on  the  register  48  pulmonary  and  14  non-pulmonary  cases. 


Now  Cases. 
Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

a-  muj  1 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

P. 

Mi 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

0+ 

1  + 

5+ 

M 

- 

1 

•• 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

15* 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

25+ 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

35+- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

45+ 

9m 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

mm 

- 

55+- 

_ 

«. 

— 

m. 

_ 

65+ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

- 

TQTAIS 

-Jfc 

5 

-  -1 

J 

2 

On  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  the  register  shows  decrease  of  1  case  of 
the  non-pulmonary  disease,  and  an  increase  of  2  pulmonary  cases.  There  were  2  deaths 
attributed  to  tuberculosis  giving  a  death  rate  of  0,2  per  100Q  of  the  estimated  res¬ 
ident  population. 
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